
 STORMBREAKER - Narrative (3 weeks) 

1.)  Starting a story 
Alex Rider – Funeral Voices 
WOD - Lurked 

2.) Action in Writing 
(Independent Writing) 
 WOD - Malevolent 

3.) Reading Chapter One – 
Funeral Voices 
 

4.)  Character description in 
action – The Hero 
 WOD - Relentlessly 

5.) Character description in 
action – The Villain 
WOD - Villainous 

SB Film, SB Graphic printout, 
Action example, IWB 
 
Action in Writing  
 
How do we start stories? 
How do we start action films? 
Let's watch and see... 
Stormbreaker film start 
 
Rewrite what we have seen 
following certain rules. 
 
Text analysis for verbs and 
adjectives - what do we 
notice? 
 
How does the use of verbs 
impact the pace? 
Difference between the guns 
shot / the guns cracked? 
 
Cold Task – IW. Three 
paragraphs on your own 
action scene. 
See model 
Where is the SVO? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Hunter 
 
SB Film, SB Graphic printout, 
IWB 
 
Continue Cold Task 
 

 
 
Purple Pen - Share 
 
Ch. to find and highlight their 
own successes 
 
Close your eyes while it's being 
read - can you see what is 
happening? 
 
Is it as clear as the film? 
 
 

Point questions 
Evidence and Explanation 
questions, IWB 
 
How much do we need to write 
to get the mark? 
Is the question worth 1m, 2m or 
even 3m? What does this mean 
for our answer? 
 
Vocabulary focus 
 
Comparison with film – analysis 
 

 

Pic of Alex, Model IWB 
 
 
Alex Rider description 
- spider ideas on the pic of 
Alex 
- Read through poor example 
and then model improved 

 
 
Ch. to write their own 
description 
 
Ch. will need repeated focus 
on SVO 
 
PP and share 
Can we picture Alex 
properly? 
O(I) sentences – draft 3. 
 

 

Pic of Sayle, Model IWB 
Printed Model 
 
Mark model using marking key 
(h-, c:, ENP, d-, simile) 
 
Darius Sayle description 
- spider ideas on the pic 
- read through example 
Ch. to write their own 

 
 
What can we learn about 
Darius? Are we inferring he is 
unpleasant? Without telling! 
 
SVO again 
 

 

 



 STORMBREAKER - Narrative (3 weeks) 

 

6.) Intense Action - Heaven for 
cars. Read chapter 2. 
WOD – Serrated  

7.) Reading Heaven for cars 
PEE 
 

8.)  GPS - Sentence Formation / 
The Four Commas 
 

9.)  Setting Description – the 
mine   
WOD – Claustrophobic 

10.)  Setting Description -  the 
lab 
 WOD - Fluorescent  

SB Novel, SB Graphic printout, 
SB Film 
 
Intense verbs + short 
sentences meets vivid 
description. 
 
Mastery - More Able Model to 
highlight and create success 
criteria for class  

 
Write Paragraph 
List, - q? sentences to be used 

 

Extracts, SB Novel PEE exercises 
Analysis of each text – highlight 
for verb, metaphor, 
personification, favourite 

 
4 different extracts answering 
one question 
‘How does Horowitz create 
tension in this chapter?’ 
Essay style answer looking for; 
P____ 
E____ 
E____ 

 

Action all the way (need these 
for final paragraph of 
Independent Write) 
Sentence mastery 
Highlight pronouns on model 
and identify methods of 
separation  

 
 

• Opener 

• List 

• Embedded Clause 

• Speech Demarcation 

 

Pic of mine 
 
-spider / bullet point ideas 
Draft Paragraph 
 
Success Criteria – printout, 
stuck in, self-assessed 

 
 
Mastery - Personify Darkness 
 
 
 
Support Ch. to receive 
graphic novel and to 
annotate feelings and ideas 
on the sections covered by 
blank labels. These can be 
used as openers to improve 
basic SVO which can be 
generated with support of 
LSA/ CT if necessary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pic of lab 
 
-spider / bullet point ideas 
Draft Paragraph 
 
Success Criteria – printout, 
stuck in, self-assessed  
 

 
 
Mastery Ch. -  
You must use the passive voice 
 
Colour code where the model 
is a setting description and 
where it is character based. 
Focus on blending 

 



 STORMBREAKER - Narrative (3 weeks) 

11.) Reading Gregorovitch / 
Dozmary Mine 

12.) Integrating Dialogue  
WOD - Malicious 

13.) Slow Motion Writing 
 WOD - Ominous 

14.) Independent Write 15.) Independent Write 

Gregorovitch pic in book  
- 5ws / discussion 
 
Comic strip questioning - purple 
pen pals share. 

 
Generate questions together as 
class - who is the man in the 
suit? etc 
 
Dozmary Mine - Reading 
Comprehension 
 

Rules of Speech, IWB, Pic of 
Gregorovitch 
 
Example of speech to annotate 
with rules as an exemplar 
 
Draft paragraph 
Rules of speech 
Description in action 
Verbs for said 
 
Mastery Ch. -  
Have to use said only but 
create the same quality of 
description and imagery 

 
Slow Motion Writing 
Watch film clip, IWB 

• Describe Alex,  

• Gregorovitch,  

• Guard / Scientist,  

• Time itself 
 
Put d-, h- c: and sc; on top of 
the page and tick once 
achieved 
 
If time, handwriting exercise 
for action all the way. 
This will act as a model for IW 
paragraph 5 and also raise 
standard for IW.  
 

 
Stormbreaker film- 
9. "Kill Him!"  
Model Write 
Use planning and drafts, show 
structure. Read model. 
 
Foci -   
Sentence formation 
Colon and Semi-colon 
Commas for clarity 
Vocabulary selected for effect, 
inc. verbs for said, verbs for 
action 
ENP, Simile openers 
Dialogue “IC” 

Peer Assess 
 
Success Criteria grid 
 
Finish 
 
 
Foci -   
Sentence formation 
Colon and Semi-colon 
Commas for clarity 
Vocabulary selected for effect, 
inc. verbs for said, verbs for 
action 
ENP, Simile openers 
Dialogue “IC” 

 

Outcomes and Notes 
The three week unit is designed to take children through the process of building a full narrative. It includes a range of GPS activities focusing heavily on sentence formation but also variety 

and using the sentence models typical in KS2. To build a full narrative, children are shown how to develop characters, build settings, write with pace / tense control and to embed speech to 

develop the narrative. The use of multi-media (film, book, graphic novel) helps children to recreate the stylistics and tone of Anthony Horowitz and scaffolds their understanding. The unit 

also has a reading focus with particular emphasis on developing vocabulary and allowing children to make appropriate word choices. Mastery challenges are designed with vocabulary 

choices being the particular focus too. Although it uses three weeks, children will be expected to have two Independent pieces: a baseline attempt known as Tom Hunter (not on the unit 

plan above as expected to be part of first assessments) and a final extended narrative, Alex Rider: The Great Escape. Assessment and feedback should be specifically targeting sentence 

format and sense making. Differentiation starts quite slowly by design - the unit is intended for the first months of Year 6 and all children should have the same expectations, opportunities 

to succeed and level of challenge. Differentiation comes from marking and raising expectation. 

Special note - a short four lesson week on the children's own creative hero story will test the application of the skills learnt above. This will follow the basic spine of the lessons above. The 

five parts to plan, draft and write: 1.Action description of Hero. 2. Action description of Villain. 3.Quest Spark. 4.Main Climax. 5.Resolution. 


